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jumbled here in a confusion which forms a greater mystery
than any the authoress pretends to unravel."1 In 1797, too
appeared a letter in The Monthly Magazine^ signed "A Jacobin
Novelist," which traces the origin of terror to Robespierre
and which also gives a recipe for writing terror novels. It is.
particularly recommended that "a heroine with all the
weakness of body and mind that appertains to her sex, but
endowed with all the curiosity of a spy, and all the courage
of a troop of horse/' be chosen.2 Another recipe was pub-
lished about the same time in The Spirit of the Public Journals
for 1797. "Take" said the writer,
"An old castle, half of it ruinous.
A long gallery, with a great many doors, some secret ones.
Three murdered bodies, quite fresh.
As many skeletons, in chests and presses.
An old woman hanging by the neck, with her throat cut.
Assassins and desperadoes, quant, suff.
Noises, whispers, and groans, threescore at least"
Mix them together, In the form of three volumes, to be
taken at any of the watering-places before going to bed."3
Instances from the reviews can be multiplied considerably,
but enough have already been given to illustrate the signs of
satiety with "the terrible school" by 1797.* The reaction
was not confined to periodicals, but even novels of a satirical
nature came to be written about this time. A few words may
be said about these.
When in the eighties the "romantic revival" in fiction
started, haunted castles acquired some popularity. In the
middle of the last decade of the century the height of their
vogue was reached. But the fashion was short-lived. The
anti-romantic attitude had really never died out. As early as
1789, when the type was still growing, appeared The Solitary
Castle^ A Romance of the Eighteenth Century. In the character
of the "hero the author tries to give a picture of superstition.
Disgusted with the world, Mr. Gunthorpe retires to the
*The Critical, 2nd S., XXI, 354.
*The Monthly Magazine, IV, 104.
*The Spiritof the Public Journals for 179^7, 3rd Ed., 1802, I, 229.
*More instances can be found in The Anti-Jacobin Rewew, May, 1799 (III, 40),
and August, 1799 (HI, 421); and in Lady3$ Monthly Museum for February, 1799 (II
129-33),